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SEE AMERICA FIRST: BE CAREFUL 


SEE AMERICA: FIRST BE CAREFUL 


(ABOUT HIGHWAYS, MOTELS, ACCIDENTS AND BEING CAREFUL) 


Decided to take my life in my hands (as subse- 
quent event proved the hands and mind were not ade- 
quate to the task) and hit the highways to see what 
1951 had done to us as drivers. Intended to drive 
south to Gatlinburg, stopping to make unannounced 
visits to some state planning and development and 
local planning boards. Didn't want them to get 
the News Letter out on top of the pile for me to 
see. (When I was a boy we got the relatives' pic- 
tures out of the drawer and up on the mantle when 
they visited us.) Started Thursday mid-morning down 
U.S. 41. Missed most of the early-morning trucks. 
Not too much traffic of any kind. Hit a 40-mile 
detour. Seems to me from a look at the highway 
mp they could have done better than force us to 
drive an extra 40 miles to get back on #41. That 
extra hour wrecked our schedule since we try to 
locate our overnight motel before 5:00 P.M. 

What can some cities be thinking of? On our 
first night's stop we found all motels in the in- 
dustrial zone between the busy highway and some 
exceedingly busy switching tracks. They had one 
new motel exactly six feet from the spur leading 
to an important national industry. The town it- 
self was bursting with prosperity. Every curb 
(metered) space was taken but there was no off- 
street parking available. Some streets (in spite 
of the apparent prosperity) were in exceedingly 
poor condition. 

Breakfasted in Henderson, Kentucky. 
dining room in hotel. Not so much prosperity in 
the town. Saw some “houses” that made us all sad 
and was reminded of "the foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head." Matthew 8:20. 


Nice 


Continued on down U.S. 41. Most tragic sign 
of the trip, Kentucky's road signs announcing "speed 
limit 60 miles." An invitation to most drivers to 
travel at that speed on highways which because of 
their narrow pavement width, inadequate surfaces, 
poor alignment (in many cases) should be used at 
not over 45 miles per hour under the best conditions. 
Then, on a wet pavement, we were forced off by a 
passing car and, in trying to get back from a poor 
shoulder, skidded into the ditch. The old man was 
banged up & bit and unable to drive, only a couple of 
busted ribs. The rest of us uninjured. Luck indeed! 
So I am now another statistic in "automobile acci- 
dents" but, fortunately, not yet a "vital statistic." 
The fault? Mine. I wasn't exceeding any speed 
limits but I simply wasn't being cautious enough 
considering the narrow wet pavement, inadequate 
surface and poor shoulder. 

In the town where we stopped for human and 
mechanical repairs, far too many wrecks were hauled 
in within 24 hours. They tell me a curve outside 
of town is labelled "dead man's curve." That could 
well be, judging by some of the wrecked cars we 
saw. The curve remains and the name remains and 
"remains are brought into town" but seemingly nothing 
is done to remedy the situation. 

It's a good thing for a city slicker to be 
hung up in a smll town from time to time. He learns 
that helpfulness and kindness still exist where 
people have time to practice the golden rule. 

On again into Tennessee. Springfield, I will 
wager, had no traffic accidents that Saturday after- 
noon. Cars moved too slowly on the U.S. Highway. The 
town was packed with people and double parking 
went on on both sides of the main street - openly 





NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


PITTSBURGH 


HOTEL WILLIAM PENN 


OCT. 14-17, 1951 


EDITORIAL (CONT'D.) 


in front of the law enforcement officers - leaving 
a single lane for all traffic to run the gauntlet. 
It was quite a test of driving skill. 

Nashville: Talked with Harold Miller of the 
State Planning Board, with Charlie Hawkins, Direc- 
tor of Redevelopment, and with Gerald Gimre, Execu- 
tive Director of the Nashville Housing Authority. 
Nashville has just let contracts for some 1400 pub- 
lic housing units. It wasn't waiting to see what 
Congress does about the current housing appropria- 
tion. Stopped in a new air conditioned motel. The 
Nashville area has a choice of fine motel accommoda- 
tions, equaled only by certain areas in the South 
and West. 

In Knoxville spent the morning with Howard Men- 
hinick of the Tennessee Valley Authority and other 
staff members. Visited Bob Stuart at the Knoxville 
Planning Commission. Stuart is doing an imginative 
and progressive job under difficult circumstances. 
Visited the office of the Tennessee State Planning 
Commission. 

Visited Gatlinburg, which I confess was something 
of a disappointment because of its over-commercializa- 
tion. Went into Gatlinburg the hard way through the 
National Park. Almost failed to discover the real 
Gatlinburg, however, until the last evening when we 
went up on Roaring Fork Road and saw the unspoiled 
charm of a part of the community. Went on to spend 
the night in the luxury of the cabins provided by the 
Division of Tennessee State Parks at Cove Lake State 





PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


"Signs and Billboards," the July 1951 
PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information Report, 
discusses the problems created by the profusion 
of billboards and signs along our highways 
and in our cities. A number of cities, coun- 
ties and states have issued regulations with 
respect to the location, size and construction 
of these advertising devices. The report de- 
scribes the control measures which have been 
instituted and the legal basis for such regu- 
lations. It includes definitions, excerpts 
from ordinances, case citations, and a brief 
bibliography. 








ZONING DIGEST 


The lead article in the July 1951 issue of 
the ZONING DIGEST discusses court decisions on 
the location of drive-in theaters. Among the 
cases reported in this issue are decisions deal- 
ing with radio antemnas; boarding houses; defi- 
nition of "immediately"; commercial laundries; 
a driveway over residential property to reach a 
business building; objectors to a zoning change; 
signs in a residence district; notice of hear- 
ing must describe property involved; a variance 
is not invalid because no one appears to object; 
and the state is not bound by a local zoning 
ordinance. 
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Park. From there on to Mammoth Cave National Park, 
Decided to by-pass Louisville in our anxiety 
to get home so we ferried across the Ohio River not 
far from Fort Knox. 
we made a stop at Spring Mill State Park. While 
there we got the answer to a question I have been 
unable to answer these last thirty years. I have 
often been asked, "What is the best planned city 
in America?" The answer has always been, "I don't 
know." My answer now is, "The best planned community 
in America is Spring Mill, Indiana." It also has 
some of the finest architecture. 

Some phenomena of driving: a) Have you noticed 
how many drivers on state highways seem to believe 
that they are operating on one-way streets? b) You 
may curse the truck driver on hills and around curves 
but, by and large, they are the best drivers on the 
road and many are the most courteous (I'm afraid 
this cannot be said for bus drivers). c) Have you 
noticed how many guys will cut around you on4 
blind and dangerous curve only to turn into a drive- 
way 200 yards farther on? 4d) A particular nuisance 
is the poky farmer who drives along slowly ahead 
of you and, without signal, suddenly turns into a 
drive-way. We are on to him, however. e) Another 
phenomenon of the road these days is how frequently 
one hears the shriek of ambulances and police cars, 
particularly adjacent to our larger cities. 

As for me, I am going back again to airplane 
travel. They have better drivers; it's safer. (WEB) 


RESERVING LAND FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES 


The Committee on Land Acquisition and Control 
of Highway Access and Adjacent Areas of the Highway 
Research Board has undertaken a study of ways and 
means of reserving lands for highway purposes prior 
to their acquisition. The mjority of state and local 
units charged with the execution of the street and 
highway program do not have sufficient funds at their 
disposal to enable them to purchase land needed for 
future highway improvements prior to construction. 
The Committee is, therefore, studying the experience 
of various governmental units which have been able 
to reserve necessary land through zoning, subdivision 
control, establishment of building lines for street 
widenings, official map procedure, etc., etc. 

A questionnaire has been distributed to plan- 
ning agencies in some fifty cities and counties 
known to have had some experience in this field. 
We believe this an important study and hope that the 
cities and counties receiving the questionnaire 
will complete it as fully as possible. We hope that 
any other governmental units not having received 
the questionnaire but having had experience in this 
field will get in touch with Mr. David R. Levin, 
Chairman of the Committee, at the Bureau of Public 
Roads, Washington 25, D. C. 


PAY ROLL TAX — SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


The city of Saginaw, Michigan, on May 22, 1951, 
approved a charter amendment authorizing the levy 
of a tax on earned income of individuals and the 
profits of business, professions and corporations. 
The vote was 9030 for and 5432 against. 
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Park, 

uxiety 

er not TENTATIVE CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

where 

While During the next week or two you will receive 

e been a printed tentative conference program and details 

I have of the special events planned by the Local Confer- 

d city ence Committee. You will also receive two post 

don't cards. One is for reserving accommodations at the 

munity William Penn Hotel. Please make your hotel reser- 

so has vations immediately. The other post card is your 
tentative registration card for the conference. 

oticed Please return this tentative registration card to 


elieve the ASPO office promptly. Conference badges will 


b) You be made up in advance, in order to facilitate regis- 
curves tration. 
on the | 
afraid | PLANNING EXHIBITS 
ive you | 
uona ) The Committee on Exhibits has proposed that 
drive- | the planning exhibit at the 1951 National Planning 
lisance } Conference be organized to convey two themes. One 
- ahead theme, "From Plan to Reality" should convey the 
into a significance of and the sequence of plaming for an 
\nother agreed-upon public improvement which is now under 
quent ly construction or completed. The Committee feels that 
2 cars, "many people assume that a major public improvement 
} is always recent in conception and that its planning 
Lrplane | and the start of construction must all have occurred 
(WEB) | within a few short weeks. Perhaps it has been more 
usual for successive attempts to have been made to 
| plan for a recognized need, each attempt, prior to 
SES the most recent and successful one, having failed 
‘ontrol to arouse public interest or stimulate official 
Highway desire to pay for such an improvement. Exhibits 
ays and that reveal such a sequence of repeated trys should 
s prior be especially enlightening." 
1d local ) The other theme, "Control by the Comprehensive 
eet and | Guiding Plan" should illustrate "how the planning 
+ their ({ of any part of the community or its re-planning 
ded for | has been influenced and guided by the broad rela- 
uction. | tionships of the comprehensive plan. This would 
rience include an improvement involving arranging and re- 
en able | ®rranging a significant selected area, or some 
livision portion of one of the "linear" elements of the mster 
street | Plan." 
c. Exhibit materials illustrating these two themes 
o plan- will be given top preference. Similar preference 
ounties will be given to illustration of a commmity's adopt- 
field. | ed-and-followed comprehensive guiding plan when shown 
shat the alone or if offered together with the zoning map 
onnaire which has been influenced by it. 
ype that | Exhibit screens now contemplated will not exceed 
eceived 48 inches in width, but in special cases, a two-unit 


in this width (96 inches) may be made available. 
Levin, | The Committee has prepared an outline of the 
* Public character of the planning exhibit, suggestions about 
exhibit material, etc. Inquiries regarding the avail- 
) ability of material which falls into the scope of 
| the exhibition as outlined above have gone to a nun- 


N ber of planning commissions. The Committee invites 
>, 1951, all planning commissions having materials which they 
whe levy would like to present in this exhibition to send a 
and the list of their materials to the Committee on Planning 
rations. Exhibits, 919 City-County Building, Pittsburgh 19, 


Pennsylvania. Chairman, Frederick Bigger. 











POSITIONS AVAILABLE 





it, Michigan: Intermediate Planner. 
Salary $4,515 - $5,015. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning, landscape architecture, en- 
gineering or architecture; some experience in 
design. Age limit: 24 - 45 years. Write to 
Civil Service Commission, 16th Floor, Water Board 
Building, 735 Randolph Street, Detroit 26, Mich. 


Green Bay, Wisconsin: City Planner. Salary 
open. Qualifications: degree in city planning 
or engineering; not less than five years expe- 
rience in city planning, three years in a position 
of responsibility. Must be able to plan, or- 
ganize, and direct planning activities, prepare 
and administer a master plan, speak at public 
gatherings for the Commission. Write to F. J. 
Euclide, Engr. Sup't., City of Green Bay, Wis- 
consin for application blanks. 


Portland, Oregon: Assistant Planning Di- 
rector. Salary $6,000. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning, architecture; landscape archi- 
tecture, civil engineering or related fields, 
plus three years experience in city planning. 

Planning Technician. Salary $4,500. Quali- 
fications: degree in city planning, architecture, 
landscape architecture or civil engineering, plus 
two years of experience in fields related to 
city planning. Master's degree equivalent to 
one year of experience. Age limit: 36 years. 

Application deadline September 1l. Write 
to Civil Service Board, Room D, Municipal Audi- 
torium, Portland, Oregon. 


Redwood City, California: San Mateo C 
Senior Planner. Salary $5,263 - $6,508. Qualifi- 
cations: degree in landscape architecture, archi- 
tecture, city planning, engineering, public 
administration, economics or sociology and 
four years of increasingly responsible expe- 
rience in city, county or regional planning. 
Closing date for filing August 18. Examina- 
tion in Redwood City about September 1. Write 
Civil Service Commission, San Mateo County, 
Redwood City, California. 








San Bernardino, California: Planning Di- 
rector. Salary open. Qualifications: training 
in city planning or allied fields; five years ex- 
perience, including one to two years' administra- 
tive or supervisory experience; ability to foster 
good public relations. Opportunity to direct 
newly expanded master plan program. Forward expe- 
rience, education and references to Mayor George 
C. Blair, City Hall, San Bernardino, California. 





Spokane, Washington: City Plan Commission. 
Engineering Aid III. Beginning salary $3,600. 
Qualifications: artist-draftsman with ability 
and initiative to illustrate ideas through med- 
ium of color, cartoon, charts and maps. Write 
to H. F. Aumack, 431 City Hall, Spokane 8. 














THE NEED FOR INDUSTRIAL DISPERSAL 


The Joint Committee on the Economic Report 
has just issued a staff report on "The Need for 
Industrial Dispersal" which shows that comparatively 
nothing has been done in the way of dispersing in- 
dustry throughout the United States as a defense 
measure. 

The following quotation is taken from another 
recent committee report, that of the House Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Executive Depart- 
ment: 

"One of the crucial questions which has arisen 
in the administration of the certificate-of-neces- 
sity program concerns the dispersal of industry. 
Under the present policy no effort is made by the 
Government to control the location of new facilities 
through certificates; the selection of the site is 
left entirely to the applicant. 

"Quite naturally, this policy results in further 
concentration of industry in areas favored by eco- 
nomic factors wholly without regard to considera- 
tions of military security or the avoidance of 
knock-out blows in the event of a sudden enemy 
attack. Moreover, not only has the Government 
taken no initiative in this direction but has refused 
to aid, through a higher percentage certificate, an 
applicant who proposed to construct a facility in 
a location chosen primarily for reasons of military 
security." (Fifth Intermediate Report, May 28, 
1951.) 

The report points out that much of the expansion 
for which certificates of necessity have been ap- 
proved has taken place in major metropolitan areas 
or in areas of existing large-scale industrial con- 
centration. 

Following are the summary and conclusions of 
the report: 

"The requirements of a deferise economy operat- 
ing at peak capacity and the need for strategic 
location against possible atomic attack make es- 
sential the increasing dispersion of industrial 


facilities in the United States. Present Govern- 
ment programs providing for accelerated tax amorti- 
zation, direct guaranteed loans, and direct con- 
struction have tended to add to rather than relieve 
existing industrial concentration. There are a 
number of criteria which if used in guiding the 
direction of future expansion could do much to in- 
sure maximum military and economic security but 
no adequate machinery now exists for insuring that 
these considerations get into the procurement, amor- 
tization, or loan process. 

"It is recommended that the Defense Production 
Act be amended to the end that adequate steps be 
taken by all departments of Government concerned 
with the expansion of industrial facilities to in- 
sure a pattern of industrial development which 
would: 

1. Consider the advantages of the present 
distribution of communities and production facilities 
and employ their present and potential productivity 
to a maximun. 

2. In accordance with this aim, minimize the 
occasion for needless migration of labor, with the 
attendant dislocation of State, local and family 
institutions. 

3. Establish new or expanded facilities in 
areas which have greater geographic security from 
enemy attack. 

4, Establish new or expanded plants in areas 
which have the potential transport, labor, and 
other requirements so as to economize, by avoid- 
ing undue or overconcentration in already-congested 
areas. 

5. Develop, as natural regults of plant, cor- 
porate, industrial, and geographic decentralization, 
the opportunities for smaller, medium-sized local 
businesses and industries to undertake more direct 
participation in the defense effort, and by oppor- 
tunity for normal growth to add to the productive 
capacities of the economy." 
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PERSHING SQUARE UNDERGROUND GARAGE — LOS ANGELES 
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THE COST OF DRIVING TO WORK 


The San Francisco Department of City Plan- 
ning has published the findings of a study made 
on the cost of typical individuals of driving to 
work, compared with the cost of taking public transit 
to work. 

For three typical San Franciscans, the monthly 
cost of driving to work in a private automobile, 
computed from overhead costs, costs of gasoline 
and maintenance and the cost of parking in the 
area where they work, totals between $45.75 and 
$57.41. 

Even if all of the overhead is allocated to 
family trips other than the drive to work and mileage 
and parking costs are shared with a neighbor, the 
lowest monthly cost figures is $8.92. 

Monthly cost for the use of public transit in 
the ride to and from work for these same individuals 
would be $4.50. 

"The Cost of Driving to Work in San Francisco" 
has been reproduced through the courtesy of the San 
Francisco Department of City Planning, for distri- 
bution to all PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE subscribers, 
to supplement the recent PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 
Information Report on "The Journey to Work." 


ONTARIO SOCIETY OF MUNICIPAL PLANNERS 


A number of persons engaged in planning work 
in municipalities throughout southwestern Ontario 
mt in London, Ontario, on June 14, 1951, and or- 
ganized the Ontario Society of Municipal Plan- 
ners. Membership is open to anyone actively en- 
ployed in planning work. The Society plans to 
meet periodically in various municipalities to 
iscuss common problems. 

Officers of the Society are: Chairman, Mr. 
Allan J. Barker, who is with the London and Sub- 
urban Planning Board; and Secretary, Mr. Hugh T. 
Lemon, of the Hamilton-Wentworth Planning Area 
Board. 


LEGISLATION—ADOPTED 
State 


Texas: H.B. 661. Subdivisions. This amend- 
ment, effective June 9, 1951, authorizes the gov- 
erning bodies of cities to regulate and control the 
subdivision of land which lies within five miles 
from the corporate limits of the city. 

(The Supreme Court of Texas, in a recent de- 
cision reported in the June 1951 issue of the News 
Letter [page 59) ruled that a 1931 amendment which 
gave cities the right to pass upon subdivisions 
within city limits, hut did not preserve their 
right to supervision over lands outside the city 
limits, had not been set aside by a later amend- 
ment. With the new law, Texas cities now have 
undisputed control over the filing of plats of 
subdivisions lying within five miles from the city 
limits. ) 





FALL CONFERENCE ON CITY AND REGIONAL 
PLANNING AT M. I. T. 


The thirteenth annual conference on City and 
Regional Planning will be held at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology for two weeks beginning 
Tuesday, September 4, 1951. Arranged to meet the 
need for an intensive course covering both the 
administrative and technical aspects of City and 
Regional Planning, the Conference is open to prac- 
tising professionals, members of planning commis- 
sions and housing authorities, and men and women 
with practical experience in a related field. 

Morning and afternoon sessions will be conducted 
under the direction of Frederick J. Adams, Head of the 
Department of City and Regional Planning at the 
Institute, and Flavel Shurtleff. Fee for the two 
weeks conference will be $50.00. 

Requests for further information and applica- 
tions should be addressed to Professor Burnham 
Kelly, Room 7-335, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, Cambridge 39, Massachusetts. 
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PERSONALS 





John A. Ault, recent graduate of the University of 
Illinois, has been appointed associate planner with 
the City Planning Commission of Providence, Rhode 
Island. 


Carl Berg of Louisville, in association with Hilbert 
E. Dahl, has formed the firm of Berg and Dahl, Land- 
scape Architects and City Planners, with offices at 
810 Realty Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky. 


Malcolm A. Bird has been appointed Director of City 
Planning for the city of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
H. Dale Bossert, director of the Buffalo City Plan- 
ning Board, has been named director of planning 
for the Erie County Planning Board effective Sep- 
tember 1, 1951. 


Harold Chater, provincial statistician for Ontario, 
has been appointed chairman of a research group to 
study relationships be- 


J. Ross McKeever, recently chief of redevelopment 
project planning with the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, has been appointed assistant 
director of the Urban Land Institute. 


Jack Meltzer, formerly field office economist of 
the Chicago office of the Public Housing Adminis- 
tration, has joined the staff of the Housing and 
Redevelopment Coordinator of the City of Chicago. 


Perry Norton, who has been serving as assistant direc- 
tor of the Association of State Planning and Develop- 
ment Agencies, has joined the staff of the Cleveland 
Regional Planning Commission as Principal Planner. 


Frank Parkins, formerly with the Chicago Housing 
Authority, has been appointed research associate 
at the Institute of Social Sciences, University of 
North Carolina. 


Warkentin Schroeter has 





tween the municipal and 
provincial governments. 


been appointed city plan- 
ner for Bangor, Maine. 


E. H. Ford of Coventry, 
England, has been elect- 
ed president of the Town 
Planning Institute for 
1951-52 to take office 
next November. 


Milburn L. Forth, for- 
merly industrial econo- 
mist with the Territo- 
rial Information Depart- 
ment, Chicago, has joined 
the Urban Land Institute 
as industrial economist 
and secretary of the In- 
dustrial Development Coun- 
cil. 





OBITUARIES 


We armounce with regret the death on July 4th 
of Walter L. Flory, Vice Chairman of the City 
Planning Commission of the City of Cleveland, at 
the age of 71. Mr. Flory for many years was very 
active in a number of civic organizations. 


We regret to announce the death of Dr. A. H. 
Sutherland, who at the time of his death headed 
the Psychology Department in Louisiana College, 
Pineville, Louisiana. For a number of years he 
taught at New York City College. Dr. Sutherland 
was a member of ASPO for a number of years. 
Although not actively engaged in planning, he was 
a stimulating correspondent who wanted to use 
planning as the basis for interesting citizens 
in all community problems. 








Marshall Stalley, assist- 
ant director of the Alle- 
gheny Conference on Con- 
munity Development, has 
been appointed executive 
director of the Pittsburgh 
Regional Planning Associa- 
tion. 


Arthur Stellhorn has re- 
signéd from the planning 
commission in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. 


Oscar Sutermeister, for- 
merly with the Richmond, 
Virginia, City Planning 


Paul Foster has joined the staff of the Baltimore 
Redevelopment Commission as junior associate planner. 


Ned Friday has joined the staff of the West Ten- 
nessee Office, Tennessee State Planning Commis- 
sion. 


Richard B. Hayward has been appointed planning 
assistant with the Kern County Planning Commission. 


Erwin E. Hoffman, formerly with the Tennessee State 
Planning Commission, has joined the staff of the 
Louisville and Jefferson County Planning and Zoning 
Commission as community planner. 


Robert M. Hults has been appointed executive di- 
rector of the Philadelphia Citizens' Council on 
City Planning. 


Robert A. Larrabee has joined the staff of the 
Baltimore Redevelopment Commission as senior associate 
planner. 


7h 


Commission, has been ap- 
pointed consultant on industrial and urban dispersion 
with the National Security Resources Board. 


Harold Taubin has been appointed assistant planner 


with the Upper Montgomery County (Maryland) Planning 
Commission. 


John Vamis is now serving as planning technician 
in the Urban Planning Section, State Highway Board, 
Lansing, Michigan. 


Eugene P. Waterstrat has been appointed planning 
technician in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 


Louis Wetmore, formerly director of the Providence 
Redevelopment Commission, has been named to head 
the planning division of the newly created Rhode 
Island Development Agency. 


Harry L. Whitney has been appointed executive di- 
rector of the newly created Rhode Island Develop- 
ment Council. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 


—— 





Housing Authorities Law of Missouri Held Constitu- 
tional. 


St. Louts Housing Authority etal. v. City of St. 
Louts, Supreme Courtof Missour1, April 19, 1951, 239 
S.¥. 2d 289. This action was brought by the St. Louis 
Housing Authority, organized under the state housing 
authorities law (R.S. Mo.1949, 99.010 to 99.230) for a 
declaratory judgment to test the constitutionality of 
the law and its right to execute a cooperation agree- 
ment with the city of St. Louis. The Housing Author- 
ity of Kansas City joined in the litigation. 

The court held the act to be constitutional, 
reversing the circuit court of the city of St. Louis, 
which had rendered an adverse judgment. 


Georgia Housing Authority's Law Held Constitutional. 

Telford et al. vu City of Gainesville et al. 
City of Gainesville etal. v. Telford etal., Supreme 
Court of Georgia, May 14, 1951, 65 S.E&. 2d 246. 

In this case the court held that the Housing 
Authorities law of 1937, Georgia Laws 1937 p. 210, 
amended by the Act of 1939 p. 112, does not violate 
the constitution. The court further held that the 
cooperation agreement between the City of Gainesville 
and the Housing Authority of the City of Gainesville 
was not illegal. 





Municipal Housing and Redevelopment Act Held Consti- 
tutional in Minnesota. 

Thomas et al. vs. Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority of Duluth et al., Supreme Court of Minne- 
sota, May 25, 1951, 48N.W. 2d 175. Suit was brought 
against the Housing and Redevelopment Authority of 
Duluth, Minnesota, to restrain the city from proceed- 
ing with a low rent housing program under the terms of 
the Municipal Housing and Redevelopment Act of 1947, 
C487, as amended by L.1949, C505, MSA pp.462.411 et 
seq. The court held that the taking of property 
through eminent domain was for a public purpose and, 
therefore, not in violation of the constitution. 





Drive-In Theater. Damages May Be Obtained by Abut- 
ting Property Owner When Theater is Operated as a 








Nuisance. 

Jenner et ale ve Collins etux., Supreme Court 
of “ississipp1, May 21, 1951, 52 S. 24638 Plain- 
tiff lived about a quarter of a mile from the Larel 
Drive-In Theater, which was erected in August, 1945. 
After the show began opsrating plaintiffs repeatedly 
complained about the noise which was disturbing then. 
It appears that a number of outside speakers were 
used at the time. Subsequently the speakers were 
changed so as to be placed inside of the cars (the 
common practice today). Plaintiffs complained that, 
during the showing of the pictures, there were noises, 
talking, music, firing of guns, shooting and screanm- 
ing of women. 

The lower court found for plaintiffs and awarded 
damges in the amomt of $467.00. Defendants gave as 
an excuse their inability to obtain certain equipment 
to reduce noise because of war conditions. 

In affirming the decision of the lower court 
& portion of the opinion was accepted, "The opera- 


tion of the theatre is neither a public duty nor a 
private necessity, and if defendants cannot operate 
it, for whatever reason, without depriving plaintiffs 
of the normal enjoyment of their homes, they must 
abandon the enterprise altogether. Inability, be- 
cause of war conditions, to obtain priorities on 
material may excuse the nonperformance of a con- 
tractual obligation...but certainly not the main- 
tenance of an unnecessary nuisance." 


Association Dues May Be Paid By Ohio Cities. 

State ex rel. McClure, City Manager, v. Hager- 
man, Director of Finance, Supreme Court of Ohio, 
April 25, 1951, 98 N.& 2d 835. In September, 
1950, the City Commission of Dayton, Ohio, passed 
an ordinance directing that membership be procured 
in the Municipal Finance Officers Association of 
Ohio and that the Director of Finance be authorized 
and directed to issue a voucher in the amount of 
$486.22 in payment for such membership. The Direc- 
tor of Finance refused to issue the voucher as 
directed in said order. 

The supreme court of Ohio, in apparently over- 
ruling an earlier decision involving a payment to 
the Conference of Ohio Municipalities, held that 
the city of Dayton had the right to procure member- 
ship in the Municipal Finance Officers Association 
unless there was a specific prohibition against such 
payment in the city charter. 





Subdivision. Filing of Second Subdivision Showing 
Utilization of Land as Acreage Invalidates Earlier 


Subdivision Showing Lots Where No Lots Had Been 
Sold. 

Levine et al. vu Young, Supreme Court, Nassau 
County, May 8, 1951, 104 N.Y.S. 2d 1004. This 
was an application for a mandamus order directing 
the issuance of a building permit covering a lot 
in the unincorporated area of the town of Hempstead. 

In October, 1926, Southard recorded in the 
County Clerk's Office of Nassau County, a map entitled 
"Map of Seaford Heights situated at Seaford, Nassau 
County, N.Y." The subdivision consisted of 24 lots, 
however, there never was any lot selling or develop- 
ment. Three years later the Southards conveyed to 
Reisert a portion of the land shown on the map, con- 
sisting of all of the land except a small part 
thereof. In the description of the land conveyed 
there was no mention of the subdivision map. Rei- 
sert, in 1930, filed and recorded in the Nassau 
County Clerk's Office a map entitled "property of 
William Reisert at Seaford, N.Y." The street lines 
shown on the earlier plat were obliterated. The 
purpose of the filing of the map by Reisert was to 
show that the land was acreage to be used for farm- 
ing and to get a reduction in taxes. 

The question involved was the validity of the 
earlier subdivision plat. The court held that there 
was no validity to the earlier subdivision; that 
the mere filing of a subdivision constitutes neither 
a dedication nor an offer of dedication. Its pur- 
pose is merely to make a public record of the map 
for the sake of definiteness and certainty. 








75 








ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 











‘ * It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few oo 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copi 
Planning Literature Phen ot agg , P — 
FINAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON METROPOLITAN PROB- METROPOLITAN PLANNING. C.P.A. Symposium 2. Dean 
LEMS, Civic Advisory Council of Toronto, 83 St. Joseph Hudnut, Moderator. Council for Planning | 
Joseph Street, Toronto, Ontario; R. C. C. Henson, Action, Rm 7-347, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge 
Chairman. March 25, 1951. $3.00. (This was a 39, Massachusetts. March, 1951. 5SO¢. 32pp. (Con 
study to determine what should be done about twenty- tains contributions by Charles Abrams, Freder. | 
three municipalities within the present metropoli- ick J. Adams, Catherine Bauer, Arthur C. Comey, | 
tan area of Toronto. Two alternative proposals Guy Greer, John T. Howard, Joseph Hudnut, Louis | 
were submitted, one for the creation of a metropoli- M. Lyons and Jaqueline Tyrwhitt. The thoughtful | 
tan county, the second for amalgamation of approxi- and provocative article by Charles Abrams will be 
mately thirteen municipalities, plus a limited found particularly interesting. ) 1 
regional authority.) TO 
STATE ECONOMIC AREAS. Donald J. Bogue. Department } — 
MUNICIPAL YEAR BOOK 1951. The International City of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Roy V. Peel, Di- | Vol 
Managers' Association, 1313 E. 60th Street, Chicago rector. Available from the Government Printing Of- | as 
37, Illinois; Clarence E. Ridley, Executive Director. fice, Washington, D.C. 1951. 96pp.maps,tables. — 
1951. $10.00. (As usual, the Year Book contains (Describes the procedure used in making a functional 
most of the information on urban government ordi- grouping of the counties of the United States into 
narily required, such as statistics on salaries of 501 State economic areas. State economic areas will 
municipal officials, forms of government, annexa- be used for tabulating and publishing many types of 
tion in 1950, municipal revenues and expenditures, census data, and are one of the new features of an it 
etc., etc. The section on planning appears again the 1950 censuses of agriculture, population and tion 
this year, with information on the number of plan- housing. ) )} — sourc 
ning commissions, the number of employees and ex- Mobi 
penditures. ) A SURVEY OF UNITED STATES PORTS, 1951. George Fox Boar 
Mott. Archo Publishing Company, 480 Lexington Ave., [ adhe 
CLEVELAND TODAY...TOMORROW. The General Plan of New York 17, N.Y. 233pp.mimeo.maps,tables. $5.00. ) spec’ 
Cleveland. Cleveland City Planning Commission, (A factual review of 30 principal ports showing a { 
501 City Hall, Cleveland, Ohio; Ernest J. Bohn, map, distribution of ownership and operation of / fice 
Chairman. December, 1950. 47pp.tables,illus.maps. piers, wharves, and docks, sailings from the port, \ task 
and @ commodity trade table. Questions raised in ® all: 
PUBLIC SERVICES AND BLIGHTED AREAS. A Study of Two the preliminary chapters may very well encourage of tl 
Areas in Louisville, Kentucky. Louisville Municipal other investigators to study further and in more with 
Housing Commission and Louisville and Jefferson County detail the problems of port .economics.) int 
Planning and Zoning Commission, City Hall, Louisville the | 
2, Kentucky; John M. Hennessy, Chairman. April, THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. tion 
1951. 41lpp.tables,illus.charts. David Bendel Hertz. McGraw-Hill Engineering Man- grow 
agement Series, McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York. / 
INDUSTRIAL DECENTRALIZATION, DETROIT REGION, 1940- 1950. 385pp. $5.50. (The planner will find the | trib 
1950. (Projection to 1970.) Paul M. Reid. Detroit "practice" sections of this book useful as a general . Acti 
Metropolitan Area Regional Planning Commission, 1002 guide to methodology of research and techniques of | Boar 
Cadillac Square Building, Detroit 26, Michigan. administering a large research program. Discussed comp 
June, 1951. (Shows what has happened to industry in in the book are methods for organizing team research \ mann: 
a number of major development areas in the Detroit projects, budgeting the research program, and writing | and 
region. Projects employment in 1970.) up both preliminary and work reports as well as final dust. 
reports. ) up @ 
INDUSTRIAL LAND USE IN BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY. pers 
Gerald Breese, Director of Bureau of Urban Research, MASTER PLAN, MIDDLETOWN, OHIO, 1950, reviewed in conf 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. May the June 1951 News Letter,.is available fromthe | and 
1951. $1.75. 87pp.maps. (A survey and analysis Middletown City Planning Commission, City Hall, ) ente 
of selected factors affecting existing and potential Middletown, Ohio; G. W. Breiel, President. | in t 
industrial location along major transportation routes will 
in the New Jersey area between Trenton and Camden. ) | , 
cur 
COMMERCIAL ZONING. Philadelphia City Planning Com- NEW ASPO PUBLICATION | to. 
mission, Market Street National Bank Building, Market PLANNING 1950. Proceedings of the Annual | plar 
& Juniper Street, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania; Edward National Planning Conference held in Los Angeles, anot 
Hopkinson, Jr., Chairman. February, 1951. 29pp. August 13-16, 1950. American Society of Plan- | 
maps,tables,illus. ning Officials, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago the: 
37, Illinois. 256pp. $3.00. 
HARVARD SQUARE PARKING STUDY. Cambridge Planning PLANNING 1950 has been sent to all ASPO 
Board, City Hall Annex, 57 Inman Street, Cambridge members and PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE subscribers 
39, Massachusetts; Aldrich Durant, Chairman. 2lpp. who were members during the year 1950. 
mimeo.tables,charts. 
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